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Two Important Keys to Common Core

T

here has been a lot of discussion locally and nationally about the Common Core Curriculum. Whether
you are an opponent or a proponent of Common Core, it has arrived and is impacting the lives of
our children Pre-K to Grade 12 every day.
Much of the focus over the past eighteen months or so of Common Core implementation has been dialogue
about how it was rolled out, its connection to teacher performance, funding to make it happen, and whether
there was adequate preparation and professional development time. There has been some discussion about
Common Core increasing testing on an already overly assessed student population, but by and large
Continued on page 3
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Looking Towards the Future
expenditures on children peaked at $499
billion. Federal spending on children
is expected to decline from 2.1% in
2013 to 1.7% in 2024. In contrast,
combined spending on Social Security,
Medicare and Medicaid is expected

by Roberta Keller
Executive Director

W

e are in a midterm election
year. Each election year voters
must consider what they deem most
important and how they would like
their elected officials to represent those
areas of concern. Taking an objective
look at our national situation: we
see a growing trend toward costly
foreign entanglements, increasing
domestic poverty, a slowly recovering
economy, growing income disparity,
and increasing health care costs. We
are a country without a clearly defined
social or foreign policy. We “appear”to
react to global circumstances and to
fund that reaction by cutting domestic
“discretionary spending.” Non
discretionary spending includes Social
Security, Medicare and Medicaid.
As a share of gross domestic product,
federal spending is projected to increase
41% over the next 10 years (adjusted
for inflation). In 2013, expenditures on
children totaled $464 billion. In 2010,

expenditures, came from state and local
sources – almost all of it for education
and health. Even combining federal,
state and local funding, the amount
spent on the elderly is more than twice
that spent per child ($29,000 per capita
to $12,770). Only 8%
of the federal budget
• At the end of 2014, the United States spent
goes towards programs
$1.57 trillion in direct costs on wars in
that impact children,
Afghanistan ($751.5 billion) and Iraq ($817.8
and that has dropped by
billion)
nearly 14% since 2010.
Total spending dropped
• In Fiscal Year 2015: military spending is
8.4%.
16% of all federal spending and is 55% of
all federal discretionary spending…or $555
billion (this includes $60 billion for war
funding

Voters and legislators
need to consider the
impact on our nation of
a country without a plan.
We advise all individuals
• $43 billion is allocated for Homeland
and households to set
Security – not included in military spending
short and long term
goals. They should
consider their values,
• In the decade since 9/11/01 – military
their priorities and put
spending increased 50% (adjusted for
strategies in place to
inflation) – in comparison, spending on
accomplish these goals
domestic discretionary programs (education,
over time. Statistics are
environment, public transit) grew by 13.5%
showing us the cost of a
nation with no domestic
• Military spending is 70% of the
or foreign policy. Our
discretionary budget.
elected officials at all
levels seem to hold
their index finger in the
to rise to more than 10% of GDP air…..the winds of public sentiment
(impact of baby boomers). The majority and global crisis set the nation’s course
of funding for children comes from for each 4 year cycle. At what cost,
state and local sources: In 2011, 62% America??
of spending on children, excluding tax
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Common Core continued...
the discussion and the attention has
been on logistics, infrastructure, and
educators themselves. To that point,
even the testing debates have been
more about teachers and schools and
time rather than students; at least in
the media.
Let’s push the logistics aside for a
moment and look at what Common
Core is intending to do and focus on
the part of the debate that seems to
have been shoved to the back of the
line as to what some of the real risks are
to low income students and families.
Common Core seeks to bring synergy
of content back to learning. Students
are being taught to solve problems and
think about solutions and how the contents align
and impact each other. Math done in narratives,
writing the story of the math problem, how did it
become to be a problem, how is it applied in the
home, family, and community. These are concepts
that are taught in classrooms, but the learning and
excitement for learning takes hold when they are
applied, actualized, and experimented with.

income children and moderate/high income children
will very likely increase exponentially.
COI believes in the concepts of problem solving,
multi-dimensional, and creative thinking that
Common Core seeks to develop. Our Early Education
services began working on curriculum alignment to
Common Core over a year ago, and we have already
seen the positive impact on the progress of our three
and four year old thinkers and doers.

In that are risks for low income families and students
as Common Core settles in. Family Engagement,
especially in low income or high risk districts, has
long been an issue. Schools just don’t have the
resources or personnel to dedicate to and make it
part of the educational model. Additional activities
remain fee-based. These fees are increasing, which
includes school and community based activities. The
school has no control or input over the community
or its organizations, yet those community resources
are key tools in the exploration and application of the
Common Core skills that are being taught. High risk
families that are disconnected or financially barred
from either or both are also missing out on key
opportunities to enhance their students education.

However, we know we must also focus on aligning our
approach with parents and the community to that of
our energetic and creative Common Core classrooms.
COI knows that we need to integrate new nontraditional partners that support learning, growing,
and exploring in the classroom. We understand the
importance of encouraging kids to want to learn and
we wish to help parents support what motivates and
pushes their children. Parents and the community are
a critical aspect of our continuum of early childhood
services that promote school success.

If people don’t learn to integrate families and
communities into the academic strategies of Common
Core, then the gap in achievement between low
3

Ending Youth Homelessness

A

lmost 40 years ago, Congress
recognized the serious circumstances
of homeless youth and youth without
financial, social, or emotional resources
to live successfully on their own. As a
result, Congress passed the Runaway &
Homeless Youth (RHY ) Act to address
the needs of this vulnerable population and
provide funding for services to assist youth
facing the reality of living on the street.
Young people who live on the streets
are at a high risk of developing serious,
life-long health, behavioral, and emotional
problems. Runaway youth suffer from
higher rates of depression, tend to abuse
drugs and alcohol, and are more likely
to fall victim to sexual exploitation and
human trafficking. In addition, these youth
fail to develop necessary educational and
job-readiness skills that can lead them to
financial and housing stability in adulthood.
As many as 550,000 young people up to the
age of 24 are homeless for more than one
week every year, according to one estimate by
the National Alliance to End Homelessness.

end youth homelessness was presented to
the Office of the President & Congress.
The New York State Runaway & Homeless
Youth Annual Report states that in
2012, 28 counties, and New York City,
provided residential and non-residential
services to 12,848 young people. Of
that over half were served in residential
programs. The report indicates that
homelessness (55%) and conflict with
a parent or parental figure (48%) as the
most identified reasons for a youth needing
services. 16% of those served report being
a victim of abuse/neglect and 14% report
having a known mental health diagnosis.
In 2012, The Safe House of Chautauqua
County served 91 youth in its’ Runaway

Commitment to Ending Youth
Homelessness
The original RHY Act was reauthorized
in 2008 as the Reconnecting Homeless
Youth Act, currently administered by
the Family & Youth Services Bureau
(FYSB) within the Administration
for Children & Families of the US
Department of Health & Human Services.
The legislation created basic centers (in all
50 states, District of Columbia, and US
territories) to provide emergency shelter,
transitional living programs offering
longer term care helping youth to become
independent, and street outreach in order
to engage with youth on the street and
connect them to needed local resources.
In 2009, through the HEARTH ACT,
Congress mandated that the US Interagency
Council on Homelessness develop a
“national strategic plan”to end homelessness.
This plan known as Opening Doors, the
first comprehensive strategy to prevent &

& Homeless Youth Shelter located
in Jamestown, NY. Comprehensive
case management which involves the
family, referrals, life skills education,
and other needed supports resulted
in family reunification in 86% 0f the
cases, while the remaining 14% either
transitioned into transitional independent
living, or were placed in a therapeutic
program for more serious indicators.

National Runaway Prevention
Month
In 2002, President Bush hosted the landmark
White House Conference for Exploited
& Runaway Children. Leaders from across
the country convened to discuss issues &
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challenges that runaway youth in our country
are facing. National Runaway Prevention
Week was later expanded into a month
long prevention & awareness campaign
November is National Runaway Prevention
Month. Millions of children may face
peer and social pressures at school and
in their communities. Between 1.6 and
2.8 million youth run away each year and
even more contemplate running away.
The goals of National Runaway Prevention
Month include increasing awareness of issues
facing runaways, and educating the public
about the solutions and the role they can
play in preventing youth from running away.
Safe Place is an outreach and prevention
program for young people in need of
immediate help and safety. As a community
initiative, the program designates schools,
fire stations, libraries and youth-friendly
businesses as Safe Place sites where
youth can access help and supportive
resources. Safe Place locations extend the
doors of the local youth service agency
or shelter to support teens in crisis
situations, creating a safety net for youth.
Chautauqua County is fortunate to
have a network of identified Safe Place
locations for troubled or in crisis youth
where supports and referrals are provided.

QualitystarsNY

T

he Quality Rating
Improvement
System (QRIS) has been
a high priority at all levels
of government for almost
a decade and is supported
by a variety of diverse
stakeholders representing
child care. Leading this committee is
the Early Care and Learning Council
(ECLC). The focus is to bring sectors of
the early care and education together with
others who have experience working to
improve quality at the community level
and those with the knowledge of quality
and child outcomes.
In 2007, the Children’s Cabinet Advisory
Committee on Quality agreed to focus
on implementing QRIS. The Office of
Children and Family Services (OCFS)
supported these efforts as well as the
field test, funded from the American
Recovery Act (ARRA). QualitystarsNY
is now funded by Early Childhood
Advisory Council (ECAC), the State
Education Department, and various

As parents begin
to understand and
value the rating
process, providers
will be more likely
to participate in
QRIS.

private funders.

Until QUALITYstarsNY is approved and
implemented, New York State continues
to move towards expanding child care slots
in preschool programs and Early Head
Start, which will allow partnering with
child care centers and family child care.
Chautauqua Opportunities, Inc. supports
New York’s initiative to support programs
serving children with high needs while
continuously improving the quality of
their services that will result in improved
outcomes for children. The Child Care
The five common elements of a Council, a division of COI, supports this
comprehensive quality improvement comprehensive approach that will allow us
system are standards, professional to close the achievement gap and ensure
development & technical assistance, data, that all children, particularly with high
monitoring & accountability, financial needs, have the resources and services they
supports, and communication & outreach. need to succeed in school and life.
This framework will educate parents about
the importance of early care and education.
QUALITYstarsNY is an assessment tool
used to improve and communicate the level
of quality in early and school-aged child
care learning programs. Programs will
be rated similar to restaurant and hotels,
increasing the star level by the identified
rating of quality. Providers that meet the
lowest QRIS level will have met levels
of quality that are above the minimum
requirements.

Chautauqua Opportunities, Inc. collaborates
with over 30 organizations & businesses who
have agreed to be a Safe Place designation.
Prevention & awareness continues to be
a focus of Chautauqua Opportunities
through its school partnerships, Safe
Place collaborations, and work with law
enforcement. While these partnerships
which will afford local youth with
opportunities to successfully develop
educational and job readiness skills that
will result in healthy, independent lifestyles
and financial stability in adulthood, a more
comprehensive community initiative
is needed that will bring resources to
the table to address local trends and
issues that our county youth are facing.
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The Importance of Good Credit

redit scores affect
more than a person’s
ability to get a mortgage,
car loan or credit card;
scores are being used by
some companies as part
of the hiring process.
Credit history can also
affect you long before
you begin buying a
home. Many landlords
do credit checks before
leasing an apartment.
Many utility companies
run credit checks before
turning on service. This
includes gas, water, cable,
telephone, and most cell
phone contracts. If you
decide to start a new
business, your credit will
be a factor in determining
whether you can get a
start up loan.

Most people don’t know
their credit score. Credit
scores range from 300 to
850 points and the major
credit reporting bureaus
have a specific formula
for determining your
score. Though there is
some mystery involved in
determining your score,
there are standard items
on a credit report and
restrictions on how long
negative items can be
part of a credit history.
Your credit report is a
record of money you’ve
borrowed, your history of
repayment, and your open
available credit.Items and
their possible length on
your report include:

Up to ten years
Bankruptcy
• Accounts not paid
as agreed upon: Seven • Depends on Chapter
years
(7, 11, 13): Seven or ten
• Late-payments: Seven years
years

Credit Inquiries
Collection Accounts Credit reports show how

• Collection accounts
(unpaid medical bills,
utilities, cell phone, calbe,
and car repairs):Seven
years

many inquiries were made
for your credit and if you
were given credit based on
the inquiry. This shows if
you are opening a lot of
accounts at once.

• Judgments (past due
child support, past
due rent, civil court
judgements): Seven years
from date filed
• Paid tax liens: Seven
years after payment
• Unpaid tax liens:
Indefinitely

Having no credit can
be worse than having
a poor credit score, as
businesses see it as a much
greater risk to be the
first one to offer credit.
How do Chautauqua
Opportunities, Inc.
(COI) and Chautauqua
Opportunities for
Development, Inc.
(CODI) help lowincome individuals
establish or improve
their credit score?
Staff reviews credit
reports with their
customers to make
sure they are aware
of everything on
it. Most of our
customers state
there is something
on their credit
report that they
didn’t know or
forgot about or
is wrong. Asset
development
specialists coach
customers on
how to contact
companies to clear

Public Records

Loans and
Credit Accounts

• Accounts paid on time:
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up discrepancies and
make sure their report
is accurate. If there are
negative items on a credit
report, staff members
help customers create a
Get Out Of Debt Plan
(GOOD Plan), which
considers interest rates,
size of debt and length
of items past due.
Closing credit accounts
can negatively affect a
score, so customers are
counseled on the benefits
of keeping an unused line
of credit open versus the positive credit history.
Research shows that
temptation to close it.
customers can improve
CODI offers a credit their credit score just
savers loan for individuals by making this on-time
who want to establish or payment even when there
re-establish credit. It is are delinquent accounts
a fully secured loan; the where no payment is
customer provides $250 being made. We have
or $500 and then we seen customers’ scores rise
lend the money back to by more than 50 points in
the customer. Monthly just six months. CODI
payments allow the reports all its loans and
customer to establish a loan payment histories

C

to the credit bureaus. By
offering fair loans with
low fees and interest rates,
our customers are able to
make their payments on
time and in full – the best
way to positively affect a
credit score.
The average American
finds it hard to talk about
their personal finances,
but what you don’t know
can hurt you in the world

of personal finance. We
believe in empowering
people to change their
lives.
By helping
customers become
educated consumers, they
can build their assets and
move out of poverty and
into economic security.

The Chautauqua Opportunities, Inc. Incentive Club

hautauqua County has the highest school supplies, small appliances, and Donations may be sent to the attention
rate of youth poverty in New York auto maintenance such as oil changes of Edward Woloszyn, Controller, at 17
State outside of New York City.
or gas.
West Courtney Street, Dunkirk, NY
14048. A receipt will be sent to you for
That’s why COI developed an innovative COI would appreciate your support for your tax deductible contribution. Your
program to help low-income and our Incentive Club model of helping assistance in funding the Incentive Club
homeless people move toward economic people toward selfsecurity.
sufficiency. Your kind Contributors to the Incentive Club
donations will assist • Bestway Container Services 			
Our Incentive Club encourages us in providing a • Chudy Paper Company 			
customers to progress toward economic ladder out of poverty • Geer-Dunn
security by giving incentives for reaching for approximately • Sagemark Consulting/Lincoln Financial
• Gordan & Susan Mackay
milestones. Incentives consist of gift 100 - 150 families.
• Kenneth Wilson
cards for them to purchase baby or
• The OSC Charitable Foundation
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Upcoming Enrollment Period

T

he Open Enrollment
period for 2015 coverage
is November 15, 2014 to
February 15, 2015. If you haven’t enrolled in coverage by
then, you generally can’t buy Marketplace health coverage for
2015 until the next Open Enrollment period for coverage the
following year.
If you’re enrolled in a 2014 Marketplace plan, your benefit
year ends December 31, 2014. To continue health coverage
in 2015, you can renew your current health plan or choose a
new health plan through the Marketplace during the 2015
Open Enrollment period. If
you don’t have health coverage
during 2015, you may have to
pay a fee.
The Fee in 2015
If you don’t have coverage in
2015, you’ll pay the higher of
these two amounts:
• 2% of your yearly household
income. (Only the amount of
income above the tax filing
threshold, about $10,000 for
an individual, is used to calculate the penalty.) The maximum
penalty is the national average premium for a bronze plan.
• $325 per person for the year ($162.50 per child under 18). The
maximum penalty per family using this method is $975.
The Fee for Not Having Coverage in 2014
If you didn’t have coverage in 2014, you’ll pay one of these two
amounts when you file your 2014 federal tax return:
• 1% of your yearly household income. (Only the amount of
income above the tax filing threshold, about $10,000 for an
individual, is used to calculate the penalty.) The maximum
penalty is the national average premium for a bronze plan.
• $95 per person for the year ($47.50 per child under 18). The
maximum penalty per family using this method is $285.
The Fee After 2015
The penalty increases every year. In 2016 it’s 2.5% of income
or $695 per person. After that it’s adjusted for inflation.
How You Pay the Fee
You’ll pay the fee on the federal income tax return you file
for the year you don’t have coverage. Most people will file
their 2014 returns in early 2015 and their 2015 returns in
early 2016.
Enrollment and Coverage Start Dates
During Open Enrollment, if you enroll:
• Between the 1st and 15th days of the month, your coverage

starts the first day of the next month.
• Between the 16th and the last day of the month, your coverage
starts the first day of the second following month. So if you
enroll on March 16, your coverage starts on May 1.
You may buy Marketplace insurance outside Open Enrollment
only if you qualify for a Special Enrollment Period due to a
qualifying life event such as marriage, birth or adoption of a
child, or loss of other health coverage. Learn more about how
you qualify for a Special Enrollment Period.
You can enroll in Medicaid or the Children’s Health Insurance
Program (CHIP) any time. There is no limited enrollment
period for these programs.
You can apply any time. If
you’re qualified, you can enroll
immediately.
If you own or operate a small
business, you can start offering
coverage to your employees at
any time.
Importance of Access to Health
Services
There are many reasons why it is important to have access to
health services, but to sum it up, access to health care services
is necessary to achieve improved health and a higher quality
of life. Gaining entry into the health care system will have
a positive impact on your overall physical, social, and mental
health status. It will aid in prevention of disease and disability,
detection and treatment of conditions, and may help extend
your life expectancy.
Health insurance coverage helps individuals get into the health
care system. Uninsured individuals lack adequate coverage
to get the health care they need and when they do, they are
burdened with high medical bills. Not having health insurance
may lead to financial hardship in the future.
When obtaining health insurance it is important to make sure
your primary care provider is part of the network. If you do not
have a primary care provider, contact your insurance company
and request a list of providers currently accepting new patients
in your area. Having a primary care provider is an important
step to improving and maintaining your health. Your provider
will work with you to detect, prevent, and treat illnesses. If
you need assistance exploring your insurance options, please
contact us at (716)661-9430. We are here to help.
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Faith-Based Initiative Holds Training

T

he Faith-Based Initiative Group held a basic needs training for Church Leaders
and members on October 23rd at Park United Methodist Church in Sinclairville.
This initial training, which is the first in a series, brought representatives from nine
community organizations that assist with housing, food, and utilities for Chautauqua
County Residents in need.
Forty individuals participated in the training to become more informed on how to
respond to individuals and families. Presenters discussed critical needs and current
statistics related to poverty, homelessness, and hunger in our community. Presenters
included: Julie Stephens from Chautauqua Opportunities, Inc. (COI), Tammy Kinne
from Health and Human Services, Brook Barone from NOEP for the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Sue Colwell and Jeff Smith from the Saint
Susan Center, Barrie Yochim from Meals on Wheels, Jennifer Nagel from Southern
Tier Environments for Living (STEL), Tory Irgang from the United Way, Cody Weise
from the Chautauqua County Jail through The Resource Center re: Employment
and Reentry Facilitation with Julie Bell from Probation, and Kathy Peterson from
Chautauqua County Rural Ministry. The presentations were offered from 10:00
am – 12:00 pm, with a light lunch provided by Chautauqua Opportunities, Inc. and
networking opportunity from 12:00 – 1:00 pm.
Representatives from Levant Wesleyan Church, Fredonia Presbyterian Church,
Community Bible Church, and Harvest Chapel attended as well as individuals from
Catholic Charities, ELCCB Family Learning Zone, Social Services, Care Givers, Aspire
of WNY, Community Helping Hands, Dunkirk First/Willow Mission, the Office for
the Aging, GA Family Services Therapeutic Foster Care, the Sheriff ’s Office and a
representative from the Chautauqua County Executive’s Office, hosted by Park United
Methodist Church in Sinclairville.
The next training is tentatively planned for February 26, 2015 to address resources for
those with Mental Illness and Substance
Use/Abuse. A Poverty Simulation for the
Faith-Based Community is also being
planned for late April, 2015.
The Faith-Based Initiative meet the first
Wednesday of each month from 12:30 pm
– 2:30 pm at the Park United Methodist
Church in Sinclairville to focus on future
planning and action toward established
goals to fulfill their mission. The
Faith-Based Community and interested
Community-Based Organizations that
serve those in poverty and need in
Chautauqua County are strongly welcome
to participate. For more information about
the group or how to become involved,
please contact Raquel Nichols, Director of
Family Services at Chautauqua Opportunities, Inc. at 366-8176 Ext. 3219 or rnichols@
chautopp.org.
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Services

Child Care Council

Bonny Scott-Sleight, Director

Employer Outreach & Education on Child Care Issues
Child Care Resource & Referral
Provider Recruitment Registration & Monitoring
Provider Training & Resources
Chlid & Adult Care Food Program
Health & Safety Inspection & Monitoring
Parent & Child Advocacy

Housing & Community
Development
Bill Vogt, Director

Housing Services
Energy Conservation
Long-Term Affordable Housing Homeowner Renovations
Transitional Housing
Rental Renovations
Rental Subsidy
Community Development
Homeless Prevention
Small Business Development/
Heating & Utility Assistance		
Expansion
Homeownership
Incubator Space
Foreclosure Prevention Cottage Industry/Entrepreneurism
Credit & Debt Counseling
Investment Development
Financial Literacy
		
Asset Growth
Asset Development			
EITC/VITA
Pre/Post Bankruptcy Counseling 		
Management
Financial Education & Management
Lending
Housing Rehabilitation
Financial Education &
Individual Development Account (IDA)
Management
Weatherizatioin

Health Services

Diane Hewitt-Johnson, Director

Skilled Services		
Assisted Personal Care
Health Screenings			
Personal Care
Skilled Nursing & Monitoring
Prescription Pick-Up
Respite Care		
Health Support Services
Crisis Intervention		
Accses to Health Services
Mental Health
Outreach & Home Visiting
Skilled Monitoring
Nutrition Education
Domestic Services
Services for High-Risk Pregnancies
Personal Care Training (PCA)
Health Practices
Alzheimers Training
		
Shopping
Health Insurance Enrollment & Managed Care Education
Training
Medication Administration Training (MAT)
Developing Pro-active Health Practices
Shopping
Finanfial Education & Management

Early Education & Youth
Services
Maureen Abbott, Director

Early Education			
Employability
School Readiness
Teen Pregnancy Prevention
Licensed Child Care
College Prep & Connectivity
School Transitions
Financial Ed. & Management
Crisis Intervention
Family Court Supported Child Care
Child Screening & Assessments
Juvenile Diversion
Individualized Child Development Plans
Outreach
Asset Development		
Residential
School Partnerships
Runaway/Homeless Youth Shelter
Licensed School Age Services
Youth Entrepreneurship
Transitional Independent Living
Parent Education
Community Service & Civic Involvement
Respite

Family Services

Raquel Nichols, Director

Family Growth & Development
Family Dev. Credential
Self-Sufficiency Facilitation & Life Skills Coaching
Family Planning & Goal Setting
Building Peer Supports
Family Mediation		
Community Building
Life Skills & Employability
Parent Education
Service Coordination		
Life Skills Education
Family Dynamics/Strengthening the Bonds
Life Skills
Financial Literacy & Magnagement
Support Groups

ABOUT US
Chautauqua Opportunities, Inc. is
fighting the war against poverty by
empowering low income individuals
and stabilizing the vulnerable among
us. We believe that all Americans have
the right to achieve all they are able
to.

We use a customer driven, strength
based, model that assists customers
from crisis toward economic security
and is measured against Results
Oriented Management Accountability
(ROMA) based continuums of care.
ROMA is the nationally approved
measurement of human service
delivery.

We will strive to create economic
opportunities that afford each
individual a ladder out of poverty and Staff are trained and certified in
improve the overall well being of the financial social work; customers receive
entire community.
long term financial education, the goal
of which is to empower individuals
It is our commitment to restore each to make sound, financial decisions
individual’s dignity and assist, through that will lead to the accumulation of
supportive services, each one to attain wealth and ultimately toward economic
short and long term goals that move security.
them toward economic stability.
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